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of future climbers. He was very anxious that people
should not take unnecessary risks, which he himself
claims "would be most blameworthy". But again in an
article in defence of climbing he adds: *It is not a reckless
pursuit but on the contrary merely a question of prudence
and of a little courage, of love of nature and her most
secret beauties, beauties which are sometimes awe-
inspiring, but are at those times all the more sublime and
life-giving ,w
He said little of the importance of what he and hin
friend had accomplished, but again he said that whatever
they had clone would redound to the credit of Italy, and he
was glad "that we have been the means of filling no in**
considerable gap in the history of the Alpine Club.**
Immediately after he became Pope a great friend of
his gave the following interview to the Milan corres-
pondent of The Times* This friend wan a solicitor with
whom Cardinal Kattt, after his entrance to Milan as
archbishop, had spent a few days;
Achille and myself were chums and I could tell you a
lot about our games ami escapades* As a boy our new
Pope was noted for his love of books and mountains, and
I assure you that it would be difficult to say which he
loved the better. At the age of ten we used to go for
excursions over the near hills, and he distinguished
himself by his agility and endurance* From our hills he
turned to the Alps, becoming a great mountaineer* Of
his climbs there are particularly important the Matter-
horn, Mont Blanc> and above all, Monte Rosa. He was
the first person ever to reach the summit of Mont Blanc
from the Italian side, and the road which he was the first to
traverse is still known by his name and that of Mon-